Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral
New Orleans, Louisiana
JANUARY 8, 2023 — SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Sunday, January 8 ~ 8:30 am Orthros and 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday Church School Epiphany Lesson after Holy Communion
Parish Council Oath of Office in Cathedral
Dove Release and Cross Retrieval at Bayou St. John
12:00 pm ~ Epiphany Celebration Community Luncheon in Gymnasium
Monday, January 9 ~ 10:00 am Book Club Meeting in Coffee Room
Tuesday, January 10 ~ 7:00 pm Parish Council Meeting in Coffee Room
Friday, January 13 ~ 9:30 am Cathedral Montessori School Chapel
6:00 pm ~ Great Vespers
6:00 pm ~ Youth Soccer Practice and Dinner
Saturday, January 14 ~ 8:30 am Orthros and 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
APODOSIS OF EPIPHANY
11:00 am ~ Daughters of Penelope Meeting in Coffee Room
6:00 pm ~ Great Vespers
Music Ministry Kickoff Wine and Cheese Reception in Coffee Room
Sunday, January 15 ~ 8:30 am Orthros and 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
TWELFTH SUNDAY OF LUKE
Sunday Church School after Holy Communion
EKATERINI LIAPTSIOS 6-MONTH MEMORIAL
12:00 pm ~ Philoptochos Vasilopita Celebration in Gymnasium

PHILOPTOCHOS

On Sunday, January 15, following Divine Liturgy, Philoptochos is
sponsoring its annual Vasilopita Celebration fundraiser for St.
Basil Academy, the Archdiocese home for Orthodox children in
need. The celebration will include the Vasilopita cutting, a
delicious luncheon, and an auction. Please make plans to attend
and join in the fun! All Vasilopita donations, as well as proceeds
from the luncheon and auction, will benefit St. Basil Academy.
Donations also may be sent to the Cathedral office marked for Philoptochos. Checks may
be made payable to Philoptochos with St. Basil Academy on the memo line. VENMO
donations are accepted as well: @ Philoptochos-NOLA (4digits of phone=2656) Thank you.

Message from Father George

A NEW BEGINNING IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST
As we celebrate the Holy Theophany of our Lord, Saint John the Baptist insists in the
Gospel that his role is diminutive; but, by no means is doing and preaching unimportant things.
John is fulfilling the prophecy from the Old Testament book of Isaiah by preparing the world
for the coming of the Lord – the Lamb of God.
John’s work was crucial to prepare many people for the coming of the Messiah. The
Orthodox Study Bible tells us that “Jesus considered John’s testimony important, not because
Jesus, the Son of God, needed to be validated by any human witness but because the people’s
acceptance of John as a godly man prepared them to accept Jesus as well.”
Enlightened by the Holy Spirit, John recognized Jesus as the anticipated Messiah and
hesitated to baptize Him; but, Jesus insisted that this is proper for those whose mission it is to
fulfill all of the commandments of God. Even the baptism by John was the commandment and
Will of God. “Jesus was baptized out of the love toward the people, as a representative of all
mankind. Together with Him all mankind was mystically baptized and saved. However, the
perfect act of salvation was to take place on the Cross.”
In the Feast of the Theophany, the Church celebrates the oneness of the Holy Trinity,
revealed to all of human kind, and encourages us to prepare for a new beginning as we have
just entered a new calendar year. How appropriate it is that the message of the Gospel in this
season is a message of preparation for a new beginning. John the Baptist is preaching to his
followers a new beginning in Christ. He announces the public appearance of Christ and for
the people to accept Christ. John is preaching repentance of sin, baptism in water, doing good
works, and spiritual discipline ... he is pointing to the Messiah, Who has come. John’s teaching
ought to be a personal call for all of us to “Prepare the way for the Christ, make his paths
straight” to allow Him into our hearts.
May the celebration of this beautiful Feast of our Lord remain in our hearts and transform
us into the spiritual being that we were created to be, enjoying the Image of God in us and
ever striving for the Likeness of God to return to us, by God’s Grace.

EPIPHANY CELEBRATION
THE EPIPHANY CELEBRATION will take place today along Bayou St. John after the Divine
Liturgy. Special appreciation is extended to Dove Bearer Calliope Putnam and Cross
Retrievers Stefan Caus, Vlad Caus, Stefanos Neamonitakis, and James Venturatos for their
participation and dedication to their church. A complimentary fellowship luncheon will
be served in the Hellenic Cultural Center following the Celebration at the Bayou. A special
thank you is extended to the Epiphany Committee: Nicholas Bouzon; Victoria Catsulis;
Lawrence Labatut; Dimitri Vatakis; Constandinos Vennis; Lance von Uhde, III; Barbara
Stavis Wolf; Pete Patselikos and the chefs; and Parish Council President Dr. Nick
Moustoukas and members of the Parish Council.

BYZANTINE MUSIC CLASS TUITION CLARIFICATION
Music Ministry Director John Boyer recently clarified that the Beginning Byzantine Music
Class and the Byzantine Youth Class will both be tuition free for all Holy Trinity Cathedral
parishioners. Please contact John, if you have questions about these ministries.
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Ἑωθινόν Η’

Εἰς τὸ Β´ Ἀντίφωνον - Ἦχος β´
Σῶσον ἡμᾶς Υἱὲ Θεοῦ, ὁ ἐν Ἰορδάνῃ ὑπὸ
Ἰωάννου
βαπτισθείς, ψάλλοντάς
σοι,
Ἀλληλούϊα.
Εἰς τὸ Γ´ Ἀντίφωνον, Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἐορτῆς
Ἦχος α’
Ἐν Ἰορδάνῃ βαπτιζομένου σου Κύριε, ἡ τῆς
Τριάδος ἐφανερώθη προσκύνησις· τοῦ γὰρ
Γεννήτορος ἡ φωνὴ προσεμαρτύρει σοι,
ἀγαπητόν σε Υἱὸν ὀνομάζουσα· καὶ τὸ Πνεῦμα
ἐν εἴδει περιστερᾶς, ἐβεβαίου τοῦ λόγου τὸ
ἀσφαλές. Ὁ ἐπιφανεὶς Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, καὶ τὸν
κόσμον φωτίσας δόξα σοι.
Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον - Ἦχος πλ α’
Τὸν συνάναρχον Λόγον Πατρὶ καὶ Πνεύματι,
τὸν ἐκ Παρθένου τεχθέντα εἰς σωτηρίαν ἡμῶν,
ἀνυμνήσωμεν πιστοὶ καὶ προσκυνήσωμεν, ὅτι
ηὐδόκησε σαρκί, ἀνελθεῖν ἐν τῷ Σταυρῷ, καὶ
θάνατον ὑπομεῖναι, καὶ ἐγεῖραι τοὺς
τεθνεῶτας, ἐν τῇ ἐνδόξῳ Ἀναστάσει αὐτοῦ.
Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἁγίας Τριάδας - Ἦχος πλ δ’
Εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν, ὁ
πανσόφους
τοὺς
ἁλιεῖς
ἀναδείξας,
καταπέμψας αὐτοῖς τὸ Πνεῦμα τὸ ἅγιον, καὶ δι'
αὐτῶν
τὴν
οἰκουμένην
σαγηνεύσας,
φιλάνθρωπε, δόξα σοί.
Κοντάκιον τῶν Θεοφανείων - Ἦχος δ’
Ἐπεφάνης σήμερον τῇ οἰκουμένη, καὶ τὸ φῶς
σου, Κύριε, ἐσημειώθη ἐφ’ἡμᾶς, ἐν ἐπιγνώσει
ὑμοῦντάς σε· Ἦλθες, ἐφάνης, τὸ φῶς τὸ
ἀπρόσιτον.
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SUNDAY
AFTER EPIPHANY
SAINT GEORGE
THE CHOZEBITE

Eothion 8
At the 2nd Antiphon - Mode 2
Son of God, baptized in the Jordan by John, save
us who sing to you: Alleluia.
At the 3rd Antiphon, Apolytíkion of the Feast
Mode 1
As you were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, the
worship of the Trinity was made manifest, for the
voice of the Father bore witness to you, naming
you the Beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form
of a dove, confirmed the sureness of the word.
Christ God, who appeared and enlightened the
world, glory to you.
Resurrection Apolytikion - Mode Plagal 1
Let us worship and praise, O believers, Christ the
Word, who with the Father and Spirit, without
beginning is God, yet begotten from a Virgin
womb to save us all; for he was well-pleased to
accept crucifixion in the flesh, and even to
undergo death, and to raise all those who had
died, from the bonds of Hell by his arising to life.
Apolytikion of the Holy Trinity - Mode Plagal 4
Blessed are You, Christ our God, who revealed
the fishermen to be most wise, by sending down
to them the Holy Spirit, and so through them
catching the whole world in a net, lover of
mankind, glory to You.
Apolytikion of Epiphany - Mode 4
You appeared today to us on earth, O Master,
And Your light was signed on us who cry aloud to
You and say With understanding, O Christ our
God: You came and shone forth, O Light
unapproachable.

ΑΠΟΣΤΟΛΟΣ
Ἐφεσίους δ’ 7-13

THE EPISTLE
Ephesians 4:7-13

Γένοιτο, Κύριε, τὸ ἔλεός σου ἐφ' ἡμᾶς.
Ἀγαλλιᾶσθε δίκαιοι ἐν Κυρίῳ.

Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Rejoice greatly in the Lord, O righteous ones.

Ἀδελφοί, ἑνὶ δὲ ἑκάστῳ ἡμῶν ἐδόθη ἡ χάρις
κατὰ τὸ μέτρον τῆς δωρεᾶς τοῦ Χριστοῦ. Διὸ
λέγει, ᾽Αναβὰς εἰς ὕψος ᾐχμαλώτευσεν
αἰχμαλωσίαν, ἔδωκεν δόματα τοῖς ἀνθρώποις.
(τὸ δὲ ᾽Ανέβη τί ἐστιν εἰ μὴ ὅτι καὶ κατέβη εἰς
τὰ κατώτερα [μέρη] τῆς γῆς; ὁ καταβὰς αὐτός
ἐστιν καὶ ὁ ἀναβὰς ὑπεράνω πάντων τῶν
οὐρανῶν, ἵνα πληρώσῃ τὰ πάντα.) καὶ αὐτὸς
ἔδωκεν τοὺς μὲν ἀποστόλους, τοὺς δὲ
προφήτας, τοὺς δὲ εὐαγγελιστάς, τοὺς δὲ
ποιμένας καὶ διδασκάλους, πρὸς τὸν
καταρτισμὸν τῶν ἁγίων εἰς ἔργον διακονίας,
εἰς οἰκοδομὴν τοῦ σώματος τοῦ Χριστοῦ, μέχρι
καταντήσωμεν οἱ πάντες εἰς τὴν ἑνότητα τῆς
πίστεως καὶ τῆς ἐπιγνώσεως τοῦ υἱοῦ τοῦ
θεοῦ, εἰς ἄνδρα τέλειον, εἰς μέτρον ἡλικίας τοῦ
πληρώματος τοῦ Χριστοῦ.

BRETHREN, grace was given to each of us
according to the measure of Christ's gift.
Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on
high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts
to men." (in saying, "He ascended," what does
it mean but that he had also descended into
the lower parts of the earth? He who
descended is he who also ascended far above
all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)
And his gifts were that some should be
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints
for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.

TΟ ΕΥΑΓΓΕΛΙΟΝ

THE GOSPEL

Tῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ἀκούσας ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς ὅτι
᾿Ιωάννης παρεδόθη, ἀνεχώρησεν εἰς τὴν
Γαλιλαίαν· καὶ καταλιπὼν τὴν Ναζαρὲτ, ἐλθὼν
κατῴκησεν
εἰς
Καπερναοὺμ
τὴν
παραθαλασσίαν, ἐν ὁρίοις Ζαβουλὼν καὶ
Νεφθαλείμ, ἵνα πληρωθῇ τὸ ῥηθὲν διὰ ῾Ησαΐου
τοῦ προφήτου, λέγοντος· Γῆ Ζαβουλὼν καὶ γῆ
Νεφθαλείμ, ὁδὸν θαλάσσης, πέραν τοῦ
᾿Ιορδάνου, Γαλιλαία τῶν ἐθνῶν, ὁ λαὸς ὁ
καθήμενος ἐν σκότει εἶδε φῶς μέγα, καὶ τοῖς
καθημένοις ἐν χώρᾳ καὶ σκιᾷ θανάτου, φῶς
ἀνέτειλεν αὐτοῖς. Ἀπὸ τότε ἤρξατο ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς
κηρύσσειν καὶ λέγειν· Μετανοεῖτε· ἤγγικε γὰρ
ἡ βασιλεία τῶν οὐρανῶν.

At that time, Jesus heard that John had been
arrested, He withdrew into Galilee; and leaving
Nazareth He went and dwelt in Capernaum by
the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and
Naphtali, that what was spoken by the prophet
Isaiah might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea,
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the
people who sat in darkness have seen a great
light, and for those who sat in the region and
shadow of death light has dawned." From that
time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

Ματθαίον δ’ 12-17

Matthew 4:12-17

Holy saints, pray for us!
“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Heaven on earth
Have you ever wondered what Heaven is like?
It’s easy to be curious about it
because we hear about it so
much in church!
In today’s Gospel lesson, we
hear about how our Lord, JeOur Lord in Heaven wants us to repent!
sus Christ started His work, His
ministry. The first thing He told the people was, “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven has come near.” But what is this kingdom of heaven? Sometimes we hear stories or jokes about heaven, maybe about the “pearly
gates” and other things.

Saint Macrina, Saint Theosevia, Saint Emmelia, Saint
Peter of Sebaste, Saint Basil the Great, Saint Naucratios, Saint Basil the Elder, and Saint Gregory of Nyssa

The Children’s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian young people. Copyright 2023 Alexandra Houck.
Email is orthodoxchildrensword (at) gmail.com. Find it each week at myocn.net.

But today we hear how Christ says, “the kingdom of heaven has come
near.” As Orthodox Christians, we believe that that “kingdom of heaven” is
being with God. Did you know you can start to have this heaven here on
earth? We can feel a little bit of heaven when we are close to God. We can
grow closer to God when we repent, when we say we are sorry for things
we have done. We can ask God to help us change, to do better.
One of our great saints, Saint Ephraim the Syrian, once said, “Through repentance, earth has become heaven, for it has become filled with saints.”
That’s how we can have heaven on earth! When we repent, we grow close
to God!
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Baptism
Family
Gifts
Ministry
Peter
Repent
Sebaste
Service
Theophany
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What’s in the icon?
Yesterday we celebrated the feasday of
Saint John the Baptist.
Lots of times we see icons with Jesus, His
mother, and also Saint John.
Saint John was so close to the Lord, and
that’s why he is such a special saint of
our Church!

The LiTTLe BroTher
SainT PeTer of SeBaSTe
What would you do if your
older brother or sister grew up to be
really famous? Would you be jealous?
Would you wish you could be that way
too?
Saint Peter (of Sebaste, in the country of
Armenia today), was the youngest
brother in a big and holy family. His
older brother was Saint Basil the Great.
(You know him!) Saint Peter has lots of
holy saints in his family, but for some
reason, we don’t hear too much about
Peter. But that isn’t because he didn’t do
anything important!

Here is Saint Peter with some of his
brothers and sisters. He is the second one from the right.

Just as we learned in the epistle today, when God gives us a spiritual
gift, we can use it to help build up the church of Christ. And that is
just what Saint Peter did. He helped his older brothers with their
writing—and we still read Saint Basil’s and his brother Gregory’s
writing today. Saint Peter helped his mother and his big sister start a
convent for holy women—and lots of people grew closer to God because of his work. And later, Saint Peter became a bishop, and he
helped the people know the right way to worship God. Sometimes
helping is just as big a deal as doing it all yourself. And that’s how we
remember Saint Peter of Sebaste!
We celebrate St. Peter tomorrow, Monday Jan. 9th (OC: Jan. 22nd).
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